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WANDELPARTITUUR
Location: Afrikaanderwijk
(the Afrikaner District)
with: Peter Altena
sound file: http://compost.deplayer.nl

Can you hear Rotterdam? In order
to properly answer this question,
I’ve asked Peter Altena to give me
a tour. Peter is nearly blind and
I wore blinders made from an old
pair of ski goggles and carried a
handmade blind person’s white cane.

Arrive at Metrostation Rijnhaven. Peter
gives instructions. If you don’t know
the way, you can follow the footsteps of
other people, and you’ll eventually find
your way to the station exit.

Take the escalator down. Peter leads
the way. First grab the handrail, then
take your first step. Hold the white cane
far enough in front of you to feel the
escalator.

Check out with your metropass. Hear
all of the tollgate machines beeping
cacaphonously. As a blind person you’re
never sure whether you’ve actually
checked or not.

We are now outside facing a wall of

We have to cross here.
Is there a traffic light with
an audio signal - a ticking sound - for

traffic noise.
Listen.

the blind? There is and so we approach
the ticking sound. A fast ticking sound
means a green light, slower means red.

We cross and I’m being led by Peter
like a drunken soldier in the direction
of the next ticking sound. I hope I
don’t trip over the next curb.

We are now walking on the sidewalk,
while Peter ticks onward with his
cane. When you’re alone or you' don’t
know your way, you head straight for
a building wall. This wall functions
as a guideline. The disadvantage here
is that you end up constantly tripping
over toys, flowerboxes and bikes. A busy
street like the Hillelaan can also serve
as a guideline to help you get oriented.

It begins to rain. The rain allows
you to hear the tires of the passing
On the other

hand, snow has a tendency to muffle all

cars and bikes better.

sound because the sounds reverberate
less. Small changes in the pavement
disappear under a layer of snow.

We are now passing through the
market. I keep thinking about low-

hanging beams, the signage and small

kids. Despite the busyness, the market
is an acoustic delight. Each individual
sound is clear and distinct. The market
merchants are all yelling, the scale
peeps, the people are rummaging around
calmly. Everything here has its own
acoustic space.

Have you noticed any particular
sounds unique to Rotterdam Zuid? Alas,
nothing as the foghorns of the ships in
But what

I do notice is the great diversity of

the harbor on New Year’s Eve.

languages being spoken all around us.
Cultural Center ‘t
I notice a tea party that

In Local
Klooster,
consists mainly of older Turkish women.
They’re discussing the banning of their
sounds like the call to prayer in the
neighborhood.

We hear the rustling of the canopy
of leaves above us.

We visit the mosque’s cafeteria.
This is where the men meet to drink
their tea. Hundreds of men sit at the
long tables that have been set up here.
The bustle of the muffled voices brings
the ambience of the Middle East into
our midst.

The market is now being cleaned up.
The sound of the small electric trucks,

the stacking of the wooden planks
and the endless sound of iron frames
being stacked up on the backs of the
trucks is the most noticeable sound in
the neighborhood at this moment. This
happens four times per week.

The Afrikaanderwijk used to be an old
Rotterdam working-class neighborhood.
Older residents describe the sounds
they used to hear back then for us.

For an inexperienced blind person,
the Pretorialaan represents our biggest
test in the neighborhood. It’s extremely
busy here and, moreover, the sidewalk
serves as an outdoor extension of the
shops.

This is the acoustic heart of the
come
Each
store, bar, restaurant and workshop has

neighborhood. The shopkeepers

from every corner of the world.

its own unique sounds originating from
some faraway corner of the world. The
music on the radio, the conversations
among the employees, and the scents of
the many spices makes walking down the
Pretorialaan a world tour in a nutshell.

Glossary [Some loose words]: Post - Platform - Metro line to Zuidplein - Escalator - Lobby - Toll gate - Trafficlight - Sidewalk - Food stands - Can I have an

eggroll please? — Tree with a curb around it - The up staircase - Stonewall - The down staircase - Posts - Left turn - Facade - Flowerbox - Fence - Utility box -

Garden walls - Lampposts - Pavement - Low fence of a certain height - Market - Can I have a little bit more? - A whole container of strawberries? - 2 for a 10 spot!

- Everything must go! - Do you want a bag with that? - Fresh fish! - What’s this cost? - 1.50 madame - Can we go now? - Mom can I have that one? - Where is your sister? -

How much? - Attention! Pickpockets! - I’m just asking how much it costs! - 2 kilos! 2 euro! - Give me that Joint! What do you mean? - Right turn - Basketball court

- Neighborhood center - Wall - Curb - Playground - Stonewall - Large tree - Park entrance - Building - Fencing - Mailbox - The Karel Schot Bird Class - Small house -

Dangerous incline - Pack of screaming kids
the bell in the RET tram - Flat - Bike rack - Entrance - Park fence - Electric vans - Cleaning up after the market - Flat area - Trashbin
- Signboard - Roll of carpet - Lounge suite / furniture set / living room set - Cages - Doves / pigeons - T-junction - Steep incline - Rocks

- Just relax! - Come here! - Large building - Right turn - Go back the same way - Flowerbox - We recognize the Putselaan by

COM.POST #12 - Melle Smets - 31/01/2010 - DE PLAYER V, hillelaan 49d

- Caribbean music - Aggregate
- Pipes

this Wandelpartituur is part of Department of Public Sound #1 - DE PLAYER 2011
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